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MUSEE MARITIME MUSEUM
DOUALA

LE MUSEE MARITIME DE DOUALA
Une idée originale du Conseil National des Chargeurs du Cameroun (CNCC)

Promotion de l’histoire maritime du
Cameroun et du Golf de Guinée ;
— Sauvegarde du patrimoine maritime
matériel et immatériel du Cameroun ;
— Promotion du secteur maritime.
—

—
—
—

Promoting the maritime history of Cameroon
and the Gulf of Guinea ;
Safeguarding the tangible and intangible
maritime heritage of Cameroon;
Promoting the maritime sector.

Le Musée Maritime de Douala dispose d’une rampe et d’un
ascenseur qui le rendent acdessible à tous les publics.
- Ouvert : Du mardi au vendredi de 9h à 17h
Week-end et jours fériés de 12h à 17h
- Lundi : Fermé au public
- Réservations : Pour une meilleure organisation des visites de
groupes (plus de 9 personnes), il est conseillé de réserver au
moins 24 heures à l’avance.

DOUALA MARITIME MUSEUM
The brainchild of the Cameroon National Shippers’ Council (CNSC)

The Douala Maritime Museum has a ram and a lift to allow better
access for everyone.
- Opening hours : From Tuesday to Friday as from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m.
Week ends and all public holidays from 12 noon to 5 p.m.
- Mondays : Closed to the public.
- Planned visits : We organise guided group tours on request. All you
need to do is to contact us 24 hours before hand.

« Connaître le passé pour mieux comprendre le présent et le futur » « Knowing the past to better understand the present and shape the future »
Rue de l’hôpital – Bonanjo, Douala Cameroun
Téléphone: (+237) 233422166
Mobile : (+237) 674909309 / 674397244 / 697299680
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FOREWORD

«Covid-19 and international cargo
transport in Cameroon»

T

he Cameroon National Shippers’ Council
(CNSC) monitors a number of international
trade performance indicators with a view to
mastering trade and transport. This is done using
the Transport Observatory, which is a key decisionmaking instrument.

The average dwell time for imported second
Selected indicators describe the situation of hand cars rose by 7 days at each of the Car Parks
transport and foreign trade of Cameroon. All modes TMFD (25) and SOCOMAR (27).
of transport, including maritime and air transport,
are taken into account. The upcoming issues of this
publication will also cover land transport.

CNSC’s «The Economic Outlook» analyses the latest
transport and trade news quarterly by monitoring
the evolution of key indicators of the entire transport
chain. It is therefore an important decision-making
tool for both private actors and public authorities.

Rail freight witnessed 10% growth rate and stood at
427,538 tonnes during the study period.
Air freight dropped by 29.5% and stood at 2,914
tonnes in the second quarter of 2020. Average airport
dwell time increased by one day, both for imports (7
days) and exports (2 days).
This publication contains detailed information on
these different issues.

This issue’s special feature focuses on “Covid-19
and international cargo transport in Cameroon.”
Indeed, Cameroon and its main economic partners Have an enjoyable reading!
imposed lockdown in the second quarter of 2020.
So, the dossier analyses the consequences of Covid
19 on Cameroon’s economic activity, particularly the
Auguste Mbappe Penda
cargo transport sector. The analyses show that the
General Manager
air transport sector was the hardest hit, while rail
transport shows a less worrying situation.
Furthermore, the analysis of the evolution of the
main cargo transport indicators revealed that an
average of 12 ships waited at anchorage per day in
the 2nd quarter of 2020, that is to say 1 vessel less
than in the previous quarter.

Second Quater 2020
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DOSSIER | The impact of Covid-19 on international cargo transport
In December 2019, China was struck by the
Covid-19 virus which subsequently spread to
countries around the world with extraordinary
speed. In the face of this pandemic, governments
took several measures to check the spread of the
virus. Some of these measures included closing of
borders (land, air and sea) to limit the movement of
people, and lockdown. People had to stay at home
thus reducing the workforce and the mobility of the
resources used in the mechanism of production and
consumption.

The above graph shows a significant drop 2020
(around 29%) in air traffic in the 2nd quarter of
2020 compared to the 1st quarter. There was a drop
of 44% compared to the second quarter of 2019.
These variations are quite similar for both imports
and exports.

A similar trend was observed for average airport
dwell time. Indeed, for imports, this period witnessed
a year-on-year increase of 3 days against 1 day for
exports. Additionally, the proportion of cargoes
In spite of the special measures taken by each state leaving airport stores in less than 2 days dropped
to ensure the supply of businesses and households, by 8 points for exports and 15 points for imports.
the situation still had serious consequences on
Table 1 : Cargo storage time in airport warehouses
production and cargo transport. This special
dossier attempts to provide figures on the changes
Q2 2020
Q2 2019
Average
Average
in freight transport in the second quarter of 2020, Air freight Average Average
storage
storage
for 2
for 2days
when lockdown started in some countries. They
time
time
days
Import
7
days
14%
4
days
31%
are for the most part linked to the global health
Export
2 days
80%
1 days
88%
situation.
Source: ADC

1. Impact on air transport
Firstly, we observe variations in terms of the
volume of cargo transported. The analysis will be
done from two perspectives: a comparison with the
pre-confinement period (Q1 2020) and the same
period of the previous year(Q2 2019).

In conclusion, at the start of lockdown, goods
transported by air to or from Cameroon experienced
a significant drop. In addition, they were kept for a
longer time in airport stores.

2. Impact on maritime transport

Graph 1 : Freight evolution per traffic direction

The tonnage of goods transported over the period
witnessed a double-digit growth. In fact, 2,602,870
tonnes of goods were exported and imported by sea
during the second quarter of 2020, representing
a year-on-year 19.7%. This upward trend is
attributable to the sharp increase in imports over
the period. Imports witnessed about 24% year-onSource: ADC

year growth while exports dropped by 7% in Q2

Variation between Q2 2020 and Q1 2020
Variation between Q2 2020 and Q2 2019

2019.
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Graph 2 : Maritime airfreight evolution per traffic
direction

2. Impact on rail transport
Graph 3 :Rail freight evolution per direction of traffic
flow

Source: CNSC

Variation between Q2 2020 and Q1 2020
Variation between Q2 2020 and Q2 2019
Concerning shipping cost, it was observed that:
-

In all the main (refrigerated and dry) 40-foot Source: CAMRAIL
container import ports, the average shipping
cost decreased during the 2nd quarter of The situation of rail freight was less worrying. Its
2020 compared to the 2nd quarter of 2019;
overall volume remained the same between the 2nd
- For 20-foot dry containers, the main Asian quarter of 2020 and the same period of the year
ports of loading witnessed year-on-year
decreases between the 2nd quarter of 2020 in 2019 (428,000 tonnes). Likewise, the variation
st
nd
and the 2nd quarter of 2019, while the main between the 1 quarter of 2020 and the 2 quarter
European ports generally witnessed about of 2020 showed a 10% increase in overall rail freight.
2% year-on-year increase in the average Freight transported from Douala to Ngaoundere
shipping cost;
witnessed a positive variation both year-on-year
- The average cost of shipping 20-foot and quarter-on-quarter. Freight transport from
refrigerated containers dropped by about
Douala to Ngaoundere registered a 5% year-on-year
30% at the main ports of loading;
drop. This decrease mainly affected export products
- The cost of shipping trucks witnessed
(Wood and Cotton).
a double-digit decrease while that of
passenger vehicles remains stable in the Transport costs for goods transport from Douala
to Ngaoundere remained relatively stable with
main port of embarkation (Antwerp).
the exception of home-made sugar (+ 27%)
Import cargo (Containers and vehicles) recorded an
and building materials (+ 12%). In the reverse
upward trend in the average transit time between
the 2nd quarter of 2020 and the 2nd quarter of direction, only the cost of transporting cotton
2019. Moreover, it was observed that the proportion remained the same as in the 2nd quarter of 2019.
of cargoes removed the port in less than 11 days Other products, particularly those with a high
from dropped by at least 10 points regardless of the proportion, witnessed a double-digit decrease.
terminal.
Regarding rail transit time, the statistics of the 2nd
quarter of 2020 both for containerised (6 days) and
conventional goods (9 days) were better than those
for the 2nd quarter of 2019 as well as those of the
1st quarter of 2020.

Table 2 : Douala Port cargo dwell time
Maritime
freight
Container
Terminal
TMFD
SOCOMAR

Q2 2020
Q2 2019
Average Average Average Average
dwell
for 11
dwell
for 11
time
days
time
days
21
29%
18
40%

Source: CONAFE

25
27
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14%
16%

20
19

29%
36%
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SHIPS | Number of ships at anchorage per day
Decrease in average number of vessels at anchorage per day in Q2 2020; 12 ships on average

Graph4 : Average number of ships at anchorage per day

Source : CNSC

In Q2 2020, the daily average number of vessels at anchorage witnessed a slight decrease. In fact, the period
saw an average of 12 ships at anchorage per day, representing 1 vessel less than in the 1st quarter of 2020.
A monthly analysis shows that there were more ships at anchorage than in May 2020. Each day of that
month, there were an average of 14 vessels at anchorage. The months of April and June 2020 registered a
slightly lower number of ships at anchorage. These months recorded on average 12 and 11 ships respectively
per day at anchorage in the port of Douala.

SHIPPING COST | Container 20’
Increase in average cost of transporting a 20’ dry container at the ports of le Havre (+3, 2%) and Antwerp (+2, 9%)

Graph 5 : Average cost of shipping a 20’ refrigerated container from the main ports of embarkation (in €)
The average cost of transporting a 20ft reefer
container decreased during the 2nd quarter of 2020
at the two main ports of loading. At the port of
Antwerp, it fell by 21.4% and stood at €1,900 during
the study period.
At the port of Le Havre, it dropped from € 2,180 in
the 1st quarter of 2020 to €1,765 in the 2nd quarter
of 2020; representing a 19% decrease. The prices
charged here deviated from the average by more or
less than € 500 and one in two shippers shipped a
container for less than €1,610.
Source : CNSC
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Table 3: Average cost of shipping a 20’ dry container from the main ports of loading (in €)

Source : CNSC

The average transport costs in the main European
ports of loading, the ports of Antwerp (+ 2.9%)
and Le Havre (+ 3.2%) witnessed an increase. It
stood at €1,656 and €1,685 respectively. Half of the
shippers who used the Belgian port spent less than
€1,465 compared to €1,350 for those who used the
French port. The most significant decrease was
recorded at the port of Hamburg (- 6.8%) where
the average cost was €1,740 in the second quarter
of 2020. One in two shippers paid at least €1,615
for the transport of their container. The Port of
Valencia (-5.1%) also recorded lower transport
costs. Half of the shippers who used this port spent

at least €1,380.to ship a container
The port of Qingdao (+ 3.5%) was the only main
Asian of loading for 20-foot dry containers to
experience an increase in average shipping cost.
Here, 50% of shippers paid a transport cost of
less than €1,820. The same is true for those who
used the ports of Nhava Sheva (-0.2%) or Jebel Ali
(-4.7%) although the average cost of transport for
these two ports dropped. The average shipping cost
at the port of Shanghai fell by 1.1% and one in two
shippers paid at least €1,872 to ship a container.
At the Port of Houston, it increased by 19.1% and
stood at € 2,187 in the second quarter of 2020.

SHIPPING COST | Container 40’
Increase in the average cost of shipping a 40’-refrigerated container at the Port-Vendres (+10, 3%)

Graph 6 : Average cost of shipping a 40’ refrigerated container from the main ports of loading (in €)

Source : CNSC
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On the African continent, the two main ports of
loading of 40-foot refrigerated containers bound
for the port of Douala recorded opposite e trends
in their average cost of transport. At the port of
Dakar, it grew by 5.1% and stood at €2,105 in the
second quarter of 2020. One in two shippers paid
at least €2,000 for shipping a container. At the port
of Cape Town, it decreased by 1.4%. Almost a third
of shippers spent €2,500 for to ship a container. The
price variation was the same in the two ports (about
€400 of the average).
The trend in the average shipping cost in the two
main European ports of loading was the reverse. At
the Antwerp Port, it dropped from € 2,937 to € 2,649,
representing about 10% decreases. The cost charged
deviated by more or less than 650 € from the average.

One in four shippers spent at least € 3,090 to ship
a container. In Port-Vendres, after an increase of
10.3%, the average cost of transport stood at €2,322
for the second quarter of 2020. The prices charged in
this port were much more volatile (roughly €1,500
of the mean). Three out of four shippers reportedly
paid less than € 3,750 to ship a container.
In the second quarter of 2020, the ports of Zhanjiang
and Ho Chi Minh did not record any shipment of
40-foot refrigerated containers to the port of Douala.
At the port of Buenos Aires, the variation in the
average shipping cost was very low (- 0.2%). The
prices charged therein were roughly €540 from the
average and 50% of shippers paid less than € 3,757 to
ship a container to the port of Douala.

SHIPPING COST | Container 40’
About 14,8% increase in the average cost of shipping a 40’ dry container at the port of Nhava Sheva

Table 4 : Average cost of shipping a 40’ dry container from the main ports of loading (in €)

Source : CNSC

In the second quarter of 2020, the average cost of
shipping a 40-foot dry container remained almost
the same in the main African port of loading. The
prices charged over the study period were no more
than € 800 from the average. Half of the shippers
reportedly shipped a container for roughly € 2,000.

The other major Asian ports of loading recorded a
downward trend. The most significant decrease was
observed at the port of Ningbo (-4.9%). In Qingdao
(-0.1%), the drop was very slight. One in two shippers
who used one of these Chinese ports spent at least
€2,273. At the port of Jebel Ali, the average shipping
cost was €2,812 in the second quarter of 2020 after a
drop of 2.4%.

At the port of Nhava Sheva (+ 14.8%) the average
shipping cost witnessed an increase. The prices
charged were 930 € from the average and half of the At the port of Montreal, the average shipping cost
shippers paid at least € 2,800 to ship a container. dropped from € 2,750 to € 2,680, representing a
10
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shippers who used one of these two ports paid at least
€2,000 as shipping costs. These ports, witnessed a
downward trend had about €700 tariff deviation. The
most significant increase was recorded at the port
of Felixstowe (+ 24.2%). The prices charged therein
were less volatile (roughly €460 of the average) and a
quarter of the shippers paid at least €3,585. The ports
of Genoa (+ 2.3%), Rotterdam (+ 2.3%) and Antwerp
Of the main European ports of loading, the most
(+ 1.3%) also witnessed an increase in their average
significant decrease was witnessed at the Port of
shipping cost, but it was less significant. In each of
Hamburg (-4.2%). One in two shippers paid at least
these ports, at least 50% of shippers spent at least less
€ 2,700 to ship a container. The ports of Le Havre
than € 2,400 to ship a container.
(-3.8%) and Valence (-3.1%) also experienced a
decrease in their average shipping cost. Half of the
decrease of 2.5%. The prices charged were roughly
€900 from the average and half of the shippers spent
at least €2,727 to ship a container. At the port of
Baltimore it increased by 1.7%. The prices charged
therein were no more than €610 from the average
and with less than €2,909 half of the shippers were
able to ship a container.

SHIPPING COST | Vehicles
About 6% decrease in average cost of shipping a passenger vehicle at the port of Hamburg

Graph 7 : Average cost of shipping a passenger car and public transport vehicle (in €)

Source : CNSC

In the two main ports of loading of passenger
vehicles bound for the port of Douala, the average
shipping cost witnessed opposite trends in the
second quarter of 2020.

from the average. At the port of Hamburg, the
average shipping cost 5.7% dropped and stood at
€366. The prices charged here were less volatile,
deviating from the average by roughly €62. In
these two ports, 75% of shippers reportedly paid
less than €350 for to ship a vehicle.

At the port of Antwerp, the average cost of
shipping a passenger vehicle rose from €358
to € 362; representing an increase of 1.1%. The For Minibuses, the average shipping at the main
prices charged in this port were roughly €130 ports of loading also showed reverse trends over

Second Quater 2020
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the study period. At the port of Antwerp, shippers
spent an average of €470 to ship a Minibus to the
port of Douala, representing an increase of around
5% for the 2nd quarter of 2020. The prices charged
were no more than €240 from the average and one
in four shippers reportedly paid more than €450

to ship a vehicle. At the port of Hamburg, the
average cost of shipping a minibus stood at €488
after a decline of 6.7%. Here, the prices charged
showed a maximum deviation from the average
of € 90 and 25% of shippers reportedly paid more
than €490.

SHIPPING COST | Vehicles
Decrease in the average cost of shipping a truck or other heavy equipment in all the main ports of loading

Graph 8 : Average cost of shipping trucks and other heavy equipment (in €)

Source : CNSC

Contrary to what was observed in the 1st quarter of
2020, the average cost of shipping a truck and other
heavy equipment decreased in all the main ports of
loading in Q2 2020.

As for Other heavy equipment, the average shipping
cost dropped at the two main ports of loading. At
the port of Antwerp, it stood at €2,450 in the second
quarter of 2020 after a drop of around 4%. The prices
charged were roughly €1,200 from the average. One
In the main European ports of loading Antwerp
in four shippers spent more than € 2,200 to ship a
(-4.4%) and Hamburg (-9.1%), the average shipping
truck.
cost stood at €1,785 and €1,721 respectively. The
prices charged in these two ports showed the same At the port of Hamburg, the average shipping cost
volatility (roughly €760 of the average). One in four dropped by 17.5% and stood at €2,133 for the second
shippers spent at least €2,150 to ship a truck to the quarter of 2020. The prices charged therein were
port of Antwerp compared to €2,100 for the port more volatile (roughly €1,405 of the average). Three
of Hamburg. At the port of Shanghai, the average out of four shippers reportedly paid a shipping cost
shipping cost dropped from €4,545 to €3,448, of roughly €28,000 for other heavy equipment.
representing a decrease of 24.1%. Half of the shippers
paid at least € 2,831 to ship a truck.
12
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PORT CARGO DWELL TIME | Container
In Q2 2020, June witnessed the shortest import container clearance time

Table 5 : Port dwell time for cargo bound for Cameroon (in days)

Source : National Trade Facilitation Committee (CONAFE)

In the second quarter of 2020, the average dwell
time for containerised import goods at the Douala
Port was 21 days; that is to say 4 days more than in
the previous quarter. A quartile analysis shows that
the 1st quarter of 2020 recorded a shorter container
clearance time compared to the 2nd quarter of 2020.
In fact, half of the shippers who removed their
containers from the port of Douala during this period
reportedly completed the formalities in no more than
16 days (compared to 11 days for the 1st quarter of
2020). In addition, the study period showed a lower
proportion of import containers leaving the port in
less than 11 days, representing 29%; that is to say 18
points less compared to the 1st quarter of 2020.

A monthly review of the average transit time for
imported containers suggests that it witnessed
an increase in the first two months of the quarter
before dropping slightly in June 2020. It also shows
that the month of May 2020 showed the worst
records of the quarter; on average, shippers spent
22 days to clear a container compared to 21 days in
June 2020 and 19 days in April 2020. In addition,
in May 2020, 24% of containers were cleared in less
than 11 days compared to 28% in April 2020 and
33% in June 2020.

PORT CARGO DWELL TIME | Vehicles
7-day decrease in average dwell time in both car parks (SOCOMAR and TMFD)

Table 6 : Dwell time for import second hand vehicles at the Douala Port (in days)

Source : Douala Mixed Fruit Terminal (TMFD) / Société Camerounaise d’Opérations Maritimes (SOCOMAR)

Second Quater 2020
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In the second quarter of 2020, the average transit
time for used vehicles imported and unloaded at the
Douala Port increased significantly in the two fleets.

The average dwell time at the SOCOMAR Park rose
from 20 days in the 1st quarter of 2020 to 27 days in
the 2nd quarter of 2020; showing 7 days more like
at the TMFD Park. This increase was accompanied
At the TMFD Park, the dwell time for second-hand
by a decrease in the proportion of vehicles cleared
vehicles fell on average from 18 days in the 1st quarter
in less than 11 days. It dropped by 13 points and
of 2020 to 25 days in the 2nd quarter of 2020; that is
stood at 16% in the study period. This significant
to say 7 more days. One of the consequences of this
variation in the average dwell time for a vehicle at the
increase is the decrease in the proportion of vehicles
SOCOMAR car park was also felt in the evolution of
cleared in less than 11 days; in fact, it dropped from
the various quartiles. In fact, during the 1st quarter
33% in the 1st quarter of 2020 to 14% in the 2nd
of 2020, half of the vehicles were removed from this
quarter of 2020. This reflects a greater proportion of
park after no more than 15 days. On the other hand,
long dwell time recorded in the study period.
during the second quarter, it took at least 23 days to
A monthly analysis shows the TMFD park recorded clear the same proportion of vehicle.
an average dwell time of 32 days in May in the
A monthly analysis shows that May (30 days on
2nd quarter of 2020 (worst score for the quarter)
average) was the month with the longest dwell
compared to 21 days in April (best score). However,
time of the quarter while June (23 days on average)
the month of May recorded a higher number of
recorded the best scores.
shippers clearing their vehicle from the park in less
than 11 days (17% compared to 6% during the month
of May).

RAIL CARGO | Tonnage
12, 7% increase in rail cargo transported from Douala to Ngaoundere

In Q2 2020, rail witnessed an increase. It leaped from 398,478 tonnes in Q1 2020 to 427,538 tonnes in Q2
2020; representing an increase of 10%.
Table 7 : Rail cargo transported from Douala to Ngaoundere per type of goods (in tonnes)

Source : CAMRAIL
MAD PQ1 : Materials used in the Rail Track Renewal Programme (ballast, rail, tie, etc.)
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In the second quarter of 2020, rail freight
transported from Douala to Ngaoundere
accounted for 77% of overall rail freight; showing
2 points less than in the previous quarter. It with
an increase of 12.7% and stood at 331,081 tonnes
in the second quarter of 2020. It was mainly
composed of Hydrocarbons (50.6%), Flour and
cereals (10.6%), containerised goods (10.4%),
Fertilizers and insecticides (9.4%) and Building
materials (6.1%). The other types of goods each
accounted for less than 5%.

PQ1 witnessed a reduction in their tonnage. The
first category of goods rose from 35,519 to 34,990
tonnes; with a 1.5% decrease. Raw materials for
the cement plant that dropped by around 16% were
estimated at 5,873 tonnes in the second quarter of
2020. MAD PQ1 saw their tonnage divided by 6.

Oils and gases witnessed the most significant
increase with its tonnage quintupling. Building
materials almost doubled while Fertilizers and
insecticides increased by half. Containerised
goods and Alumina registered a growth rate close
Over the study period, only Flours and cereals, to 10%. Hydrocarbons and Food Aid increased by
Raw materials for the cement industry and MAD 1.5% and 3.3% respectively.

RAIL CARGO | Tonnage
0, 7% increase in rail cargo transported from from Ngaoundere to Douala

Table 8 : Rail cargo transported from Ngaoundere to Douala (in tonnes)

Source : CAMRAIL

Rail freight transported from Ngaoundere to
Douala accounted for 23% of total in the second
quarter of 2020; showing 2 points higher compared
to the previous quarter. The upward trend
observed in the 1st quarter of 2020 continues in
the study period. In fact, freight transported from
Ngaoundere to Douala increased from 95,870
tonnes in the 1st quarter of 2020 to 96,457 tonnes
in the 2nd quarter of 2020, representing an increase
of 0.7%.
Almost two-thirds of rail freight moved from
Ngdere to Dla comprised wood logs. Cotton fibre
ranked second with around 11% of the total. It
was followed by wild wood (8.2%), processed
woods (6.1%) and seeds and oil cakes (5.6%),
containerised goods (4.1%) and lastly Livestock
(0.9%).

Second Quater 2020

Of all the types of goods transported from
Ngaoundere to Douala, three categories
experienced a decrease in their tonnage. These are
cotton fibre, seeds and cakes as well as containerised
goods. The tonnage of the first category dropped
by 18.7% and stood at 10,600 tonnes in the study
period. Seeds and cakes dropped by a third and
stood at 5,423 tonnes. Containerised goods stood
at 3,931 tonnes after a decline of 72.2%.
Finished lumber witnessed the most remarkable
increase. They rose from 4,093 tonnes in the 1st
quarter of 2020 to 5,914 tonnes in the 2nd quarter
of 2020; showing an increase of 44.5%. Logs
(61,781 tonnes) and Wild animals (889 tonnes)
also recorded a double-digit growth. Wild timber,
which stood at 7,919 tonnes in the second quarter
of 2020, experienced an increase of 2.4%.
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CONSEIL NATIONAL DES CHARGEURS
DU CAMEROUN

CAMEROON NATIONAL SHIPPERS’
COUNCIL

Centre de vie de la Dibamba
Dibamba trucker accomodation centre
- Un parking sécurisé pouvant recevoir près
de 200 camions

- Une superficie de 3,5 Ha
- A 3.5-hectare area

- A secure parking lot that can hold 200 trucks

Une Mosquée
A Mosque

- Un motel de 60 chambres

- Un forage
- A borehole

- 60-bedroom rest house

- Un restaurant
- An eatery

Situé dans la Commune de Dibamba au lieu dit Missolè 2 après le pont sur la Dibamba
à la sortie Est de la ville de Douala
It is located in Missole 2, Dibamba Council Area after the Dibamba bridge at the
eastern entrance into Douala.
16
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RAIL CARGO | Transport cost

Remarkable increase in the cost of transporting MAD PQ1, oils and gas

Table 9 : Transport cost per type of goods from Douala –Ngaoundere (in CFAf/ tonne-km)

Source : CAMRAIL

In the 1st quarter of 2020, the cost of transporting
goods from Douala to Ngaoundere varied
according to the type of goods.
The cost of transporting Oils and gas increased by
82% and stood at 33.10 FCFA /tonne-km in the
2nd quarter of 2020. The cost of transporting sugar
also witnessed a double-digit growth (45.85 FCFA
/ tonne-km). It registered a growth rate of about
14%. Raw materials for the cement plant (33.44
FCFA/tonne-km) and building materials (33.59
FCFA /tonne-km) recorded slight increases, with
6.6% and 3.1% increase rates respectively.

Flours and cereals witnessed the most significant
decrease in their transport cost that fell by 7.2%
and stood at 27.34 FCFA/tonne-km in the second
quarter of 2020.
The cost of transporting containerised goods
(40.96 FCFA/tonne-km) and that of food aid
(41.64 FCFA/tonne-km) also declined during the
study period.
The cost of transporting Alumina (57.15 FCFA/
tonne-km) and Hydrocarbons (61.98 FCFA/
tonne-km) remained almost the same in the study
period.

RAIL CARGO | Transport cost
About 12% increase in the cost of transporting livestock, Grains and cakes

Table 10 : Transport cost per type of goods from Douala to Ngaoundere (in CFAF/ tonne-km)

Source : CAMRAIL
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During the study period, the cost of transporting
different types of goods decreased with the
exception of wild animals and seeds and cakes.
The costs of transporting the two types of goods
increased by around 12% each and stood at 37.64
FCFA/tonne-km and 14.71FCFA/tonne-km,
respectively.
The cost of transporting containerised goods
recorded the most remarkable decrease. It

dropped by around 28% and stood at 15.34 FCFA/
tonne-km. Wild Timber (-13.5%) and wood logs
(-12.5%) also recorded double-digit variations.
With regard to processed timber, shippers paid
49.34 FCFA / km for each tonne transported
from Ngaoundere to Douala; with a 9.6% drop
compared to 1st quarter of 2020. The cost of
transporting cotton fibre (31.57 FCFA/tonne-km)
dropped by around 1%%.

RAIL CARGO | Dwell time
Half-day decrease in dwell time for containerised goods (6 days)

Table 11 : Transit time (in days)

Source : CAMRAIL
Data lexicon
Loading time: Time between when the coach is put at the disposal of a shipper and when loading completes.
Declaration period: Period between when loading of a coach completes and the issuance of transit declaration.
Departure wait-time: Period between when goods are declared and when a train wagon leaves.
Haulage time: Duration between the date a wagon leaves a departure station and the date it arrives at the destination station.
Time for placing goods for off-loading: Time between the arrival of a wagon and its effective availability for off-loading by the
shipper.
Off-loading time: Time between when a wagon is made available for off-loading by a shipper and its effective off-loading.

During the second quarter of 2020, the dwell time
for transit containers transported from Douala
to Ngaoundere continued its downward trend.
It dropped from 6.5 to 5.9 days; that is to say 14
hours less. Of all the sequences that made up dwell
time, only those related to haulage time witnessed
an increase. It rose by 2 hours and averaged 3.8
days in Q2 2020.

The dwell time for conventional transit goods
registered a downward trend as in the previous
quarter.
However, it showed a very slight decrease,
dropping, on average, from 9 to 8.9 days, for a
decrease of 2 hours. Over the study period, the
departure wait time (5 hours) and unloading time
(about a day) remained unchanged.

Declaration time (7 hours) witnessed the most
significant decrease with an 11-hour fall. The The haulage time (5 days) reduced by 9 hours
other sequences witnessed relatively small while the loading time (1 day) dropped by 6
hours).
variations (decrease of less than 2 hours).
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AIR CARGO | Tonnage
B 32.6% decrease in air freight to Cameroon

In Q2 2020, air freight remained on a downward trend as in the previous quarter. It dropped from 4,132 to
2 914 tonnes, showing a 29, 5% decrease.
Table 12 : Import air freight per type of cargo (in tonnes)

Source : ADC

In Q2 2020, import air freight accounted for 46%
of the total, that is to say 2 points less than in the
previous quarter. Import air freight stood at 1,342
tonnes, showing a decrease of 32.6% compared to
the 1st quarter of 2020.

decrease with a 72.7% fall. Foodstuffs dropped by
about 62% and stood at 13 tonnes. Pharmaceuticals
fell by a third. Miscellaneous Parcels increased
from 1,284 tonnes in the 1st quarter of 2020 to
892 tonnes in the 2nd quarter of 2020, showing a
decrease of 30.5%.

The main goods making up import air freight
witnessed a slight change in their ranking. In Q2 2020, import air cargoes came mainly from
Miscellaneous Parcels (66.5%) still ranked first, Hong Kong (22%), Paris (20%), Brussels (7%),
followed by Dangerous Goods (12.4%), which in Ostend (6%) and Addis Ababa (5%).
the previous quarter ranked 4th. Consolidations
(12.3%) ranked 3rd followed by Pharmaceuticals
(7.1%). Foodstuffs (1%) still ranked 5th. Graph 9 : Breakdown of import air freight by origin
Diplomatic Parcels (0.4%) came last among
import air freight.
Of the main types of goods imported by air, only
Dangerous Goods and consolidations witnessed
an increase in tonnage. The former doubled and
stood at 166 tonnes in the second quarter of 2020.
Consolidations increased by 4.4% and stood at
165 tonnes.
Diplomatic Parcels recorded the most significant
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AIR CARGO | Tonnage
26.6% drop in air freight from Cameroon

Table 13 : Export air freight by type of goods (in tonnes)

Source : ADC

In the second quarter of 2020, Cameroonian air
exports accounted for 54% of the total, showing
2 points more than in the 1st quarter of 2020.
They dropped from 2,141 to 1,572 tonnes, with a
decrease of 26.6%.
The main types of goods that comprised airline
exports ranked same as in the previous quarter.
Foodstuffs still ranked first with a share of 91%.
Miscellaneous parcels with a share of 6.1% still
ranked second. Flowers and Pharmaceuticals
represented 1.1% and 0.3% respectively of export
freight. As in the previous quarter, there were no
export consolidations.

a decrease of 20.4%.
Export air cargoes during the 2nd quarter of
2020 went mainly to Brussels (49%), Paris (33%),
Geneva (3%) and Bangui (3%).

Graph 10 : Breakdown of export air freight by destination

During the study period, the tonnage of all the
main types of goods that comprised export
freight dropped. Dangerous Products witnessed
the most significant decrease, with zero tonnage
exported in the study period. Pharmaceuticals
by 68.8% and stood at 5 tonnes. Miscellaneous
Parcels dropped by 46.4% and stood at 96 tonnes.
Flowers exports were estimated at 18 tonnes after
a decrease of about 31%. Foodstuffs dropped
from 1,796 tonnes in the 1st quarter of 2020 to
1,430 tonnes in the 2nd quarter of 2020, showing

Source : ADC
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AIR CARGO | Air cargo dwell time
Average dwell time for import (7 days) and export (2 days) rose by one day in the Q2 2020

Graph 11 : Freight distribution according to airport dwell time

IMPORT

EXPORT

Source : ADC

In Q2 2020, the average dwell time for import
air cargoes at airport stores stood at 7 days, that
is to say 1 day more than in the previous quarter.
The analysis of the short and long dwell times
showed that the 1st quarter of 2020 witnessed
the shortest dwell times. In fact, during Q2
2020, 14% of imported goods spent at most 2
days in airport stores, showing 10 points less
than in the previous quarter. Additionally, 66%
of the cargoes spent at least 4 days; that is to say
15 points more than in the 1st quarter of 2020.

time for exports stood at 2 days; representing
1 day more than in the 1st quarter of 2020.
Additionally, in Q2 2020, 37% of export cargoes
were loaded on the same day of their arrival at
the airport; showing 21 points lower than in the
previous quarter. Some 20% of cargo spent at
least 2 days in airport warehouses before being
board on planes; i.e. 6 points more than in the
1st quarter of 2020. Thus, Q1 2020 witnessed
shorter dwell times compared to the study
period.

The monthly analysis revealed that for each
month of the Q2 2020, it took an average of 7 days
to remove cargo from airport stores. However,
detailed analysis showed that May had the worst
records of the quarter with 16 %% of outbound
cargo spending at most 2 days in airport stores,
that is to say 3 points more than in the other two
months of the quarter. In addition, 69% of the
cargo spent at least 4 days; that is to say 5 points
more than in April and June.

The monthly review of airport dwell time for
exports revealed that April recorded the longest
dwell times with an average 2 days against 1
day for the month of June. In addition, 32% of
export goods in April were loaded on the day
of their arrival at the airport, compared to 41%
in June. In April 20% of export cargo spent at
least 2 days in airports stores against 15% for
the month of June.

In the 2nd quarter of 2020, average airport dwell
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Douala Maritime Museum

Musée Maritime De Douala

«Connaître le passé pour mieux comprendre le présent et construire le futur»
“Knowing the past to better understand the present and shape the future”
www.museemaritime.cm
Musée Maritime de Douala
Rue de l’Hôpital - Douala, Cameroun
Téléphone fixe (+237) 233 42 21 66
Mobile: (237) 674 90 93 09 / 6 72 85 86 04 /6 95 98 60 97
Facebook : museemaritimedouala
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Douala Maritime Museum
Rue de l’Hôpital - Douala, Cameroon
Telephone: Fixed (+237) 233 42 21 66
Mobile: (237) 674 90 93 09 / 6 72 85 86 04 /6 95 98 60 97
Facebook: museemaritimedouala
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